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Preface

This Study "Analysis on Asylum-related Cases in National Judicial Practice (Application of
International standards at the national level) " has been prepared within the Research and
Analysis center of the Analytical Department of the Supreme Court of Georgia with close

cooperation with UNHCR representation in Georgia.

In international protection, an independent justice system plays a fundamental role of
interpreting the national legislation in consistency with international instruments on refugee
protection. In this regard, it should be noted that in order to bring the legislative framework in
line with international standards, in 2016 the Parliament of Georgia adopted a new law on
"International Protection", which clearly defines all the important terms and procedures specific
to this area.

This research is aimed at evaluating application of international standards by domestic courts in
asylum cases, in particular, the manner in which the national courts invoke the relevant
international legal instruments and standards in adjudicating such type of cases. To achieve this
goal, the document studies and analyzes asylum cases examined by the Common Courts of
Georgia.

In view of the foregoing, the purpose of the study is to illustrate the development of common
courts’ practice in line with the new legislative regulations. Thus, the research shines a light on
such cases, which illustrates great examples of the appropriate application of above-mentioned
standards through quoting relevant excerpts from the judgments, giving a greater level of clarity
to the necessity of their application in the particular case. In addition to this, the research
includes the trends identified during the study process.

The study outlines major findings relative to the practices of Georgian courts. Alongside the
challenges identified, it offers recommendations on how to improve legal proceedings in asylum
cases based on UNHCR’s guidelines and handbooks. Finally, the study contains a plenty of
thematic checklists to help judges accurately and easily assess relevant issues.

We firmly believe that this study will be of particular importance not only to people working in
the Judiciary, but for the academics, students and all the other persons interested in human
rights issues.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the UNHCR representation in Georgia for the
fruitful cooperation and technical assistance provided in publishing the study.
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